MIT Backs Away From Paper
Claiming Scientists Make More
Discoveries with Al

The retracted paper had impressed a Nobel Prize winner in economics.
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Last year, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology was touting the research of
a PhD student on the impact of AT on the workforce that “floored” professors in
the field. Now the university is backing away from it and calling for it to no
longer be published. On Friday, MIT announced that it reviewed the paper
following concerns and determined that it should be “withdrawn from public

discourse.”

The paper, titled “Artificial Intelligence, Scientific Discovery, and Product

Innovation” snagged all sorts of attention and headlines for its finding that

scientists aided by Al tools were considerably more productive than their peers
working without the technological aid—but those same researchers making
more discoveries were significantly less satisfied by their work. The work was
considered a breakthrough, and Daron Acemoglu, a Massachusetts Institute of

Technology professor who recently won the Nobel Prize in economics, described

it as “Eantastic.”

But the findings didn’t quite sit right with some. According to the Wall Street
Journal, a computer scientist with experience in materials science approached
MIT professors with questions about how the Al tool used in the experiment
worked and just how big of a boost in innovation that it was actually responsible
for. The professors took those concerns to the university, which started a review
process that ultimately led to MIT stating that it “has no confidence in the
provenance, reliability or validity of the data and has no confidence in the

veracity of the research contained in the paper.”
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The institution didn’t expand on what exactly was wrong with the paper, citing
“student privacy laws and MIT policy.” But the researcher responsible for the
paper is no longer affiliated with the university, and MIT has called for the paper
to be pulled from the preprint site arXiv. It has also withdrawn the paper from
consideration by the Quarterly Journal of Economics, where it had been

submitted for evaluation and eventual publication.

David Autor, an MIT economist who touted the paper, told WSJ|, “More than
just embarrassing, it’s heartbreaking.” It’s also a major blow to research on Al in
the workforce. The paper seemed to suggest that researchers were making many
more discoveries when aided by Al, suggesting that there may be a boom in
scientific breakthroughs on the horizon. Now there’s doubt around just how
much of that was genuine, and just how much we can learn from how the

introduction of Al affects the people using these tools.
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| saw this paper a while back, and had trouble believing that a firm with
1,000+ material scientists didn't have their own internal economist or
Al researcher, and turned over millions of highly confidential records to
a random first year graduate student...
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